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Rac i a l 	   P o l i t i c s 	  we r e 	   r a g i n g 	   i n 	  Ha l i f a x 	   i n 	   t h e 	   l a t e 	   1960 ’ s , 	   b u t 	   i n 	   s l e epy 	   L ake 	  
Loon , 	   i t 	   t o ok 	   t h e 	   a r r i v a l 	   o f 	   a 	  my s t e r i ou s 	  man 	   f r om 	   t h e 	  U . S . A . 	   t o 	   awaken 	   	  

B l a c k 	   Con s c i ou sne s s 	   i n 	   t h e 	  m ind 	   o f 	   t e n -‐ y e a r -‐ o l d 	  
DEANNA 	   SPARKS 	  
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P r o d u c e d 	   b y 	   T ERRY 	   GREENLAW 	  
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT EVENTS
PURPOSE: To explore creative, technical, financial and knowledge transfer     

activities that documentary filmmakers, academic researchers, NGO’s, charitable 

foundations, universities, government film & academic funding agencies, and 

broadcasters mutually have in common, when it comes to researching, producing

and publicly disseminating 

“documented content and 

knowledge” about important 

societal issues that are relevant 

to the human experience.

ORGANIZERS
FILM

Documentary Organization of Canada
(Atlantic Chapter)

ACADEMIC

New Brunswick Social Policy Research Network

THEMES:
CREATIVE: Documentary filmmakers count on 
knowledge received from NGO’s and academic 
researchers (people, books, papers, articles, ex-
hibits, etc.) to help understand the subjects and 
issues to be explored in the film. Many times the 
academic researchers and officials from NGO’s 
are also in the film to help explain and contextu-
alize the issues being examined, so the viewing 
audience has a deeper understanding of them. 
This is where they connect creatively. 

TECHNICAL: Academic researchers, documen-
tary filmmakers and NGO’s are now being asked / 
required by funders and the public to use “online 
technologies” to do research and get their knowl-
edge / content out to various audiences locally, 
nationally and internationally. In a “visually ori-
ented world” this is where doc filmmakers have a 
deep understanding of how to use the media (TV, 
internet) and digital technology (camera, editing, 
software, hardware) for story telling purposes, 
and by collaborating with academic researchers 
and NGO’s, they can broker and transfer each 
others knowledge / content in a professional way. 
This is where they connect technically.

FINANCIAL: Documentary filmmakers, academic 
researchers and NGO’s are seeing funding sourc-
es shrink, so is there a way for them to mutually 
benefit professionally and financially by work-
ing collaboratively with each other and various 
sources of financing. For example: doc filmmak-
ers can tap into TV broadcasters and govern-
ment film agencies; while academic researchers 
can tap into government research agencies, and 
NGO’s can secure government grants and chari-
table foundation funding. Within a film budget 
there are line items to hire researchers, subject 
matter experts and license IP rights (a film based 
on a book). For academic researchers and NGO’s 
they have research and special project budgets 
with line items to disseminate their findings and 
promote societal change. This is where they con-
nect financially.

 1 What do Academic Researchers, NGO’s and Documentary Filmmakers
 have in Common?
MODERATOR: to be announced

PANELISTS: Nigel Markham, documentary filmmaker; Steven Valin, Transition Facilitator, New Brunswick Association for Community Living
Tim Fox, Executive Director, Fredericton Community Foundation

KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER: In film it’s called 
marketing & distribution, in academia it’s called 
dissemination of knowledge, and NGO’s refer to 
it as public outreach and education. But it all has 
to do with getting content, knowledge and ideas 
out to a wider variety of local, regional, national 
and international audiences and communities 
who may be interested in the subject matter and 
issues relevant to the documentary filmmakers, 
academic researchers and NGO’s activities. This 
is where they connect for knowledge transfer.

MODERATOR:
Lloyd Salomone, Co-Chair, Doc Talks Festival

PANELISTS:
Jon Collicott

Jon Collicott has been working in the Film & 
Television industry in Canada since 1997 and has 
worked with such nationally recognized organi-
zations as History Television, The National Film 
Board of Canada, CBC Nature of Things, CBC 
Atlantic, Bravo, A&E and Discovery. He enjoys 
working in both documentary and dramatic films. 
His most recent documentary film directing cred-
its include Winter Warmer, Sitansisk, and Anthony 
Flower: Life and Art of a Country Painter. He is a 
graduate of the Saint Thomas University Anthro-
pology program and is the department head for 
Digital Filmmaking and Photography programs at 
the Centre for Arts & Technology in Fredericton.

Nigel Markham

Nigel Markham has worked in documentary 
and dramatic films in the Atlantic Region as 
a cinematographer, director and producer for 
over 30 years. He has a background in televi-
sion journalism as a result of his years with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, and has 
worked as cinematographer on numerous award 
winning documentary projects with the National 
Film Board of Canada including  ‘Pelts; Politics 
of the Fur Trade’, “The Okimah”,  “Place of the 

Boss”, “Tommy: A Family Portrait” and “Drum-
mer’s Dream”. He has had the opportunity of 
working on projects with many of the region’s 
leading independent documentary directors and 
producers. A resident of St. John’s, Nigel is a long 
time member of the Newfoundland Independent 
Filmmaker’s Co-operative and current President 
of the Atlantic Studios Co-operative. On his lat-
est film, Till We Meet Again: Moravian Music in 
Labrador, he worked collaboratively with resear-
hcers from Memorial University in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland.

Steven Valin

Steven Valin is a Transition Facilitator with the 
New Brunswick Association for Community Living 
and is responsible for aiding students with an 
intellectual disability make successful transitions 
from high school to adult life and from school to 
work transitions. Steven works with students, the 
school, and parents to build a network of support 
to help ensure the successful transition of stu-
dents from school to work and/or post-secondary 
education. Steven is also a documentary film-
maker and member of the NB Film Co-op and has 
worked on several projects with the National Film 
Board and CBC.

Tim Fox

Tim Fox is the Executive Director of the Frederic-
ton Community Foundation, a native of Toronto 
and a graduate of Wilfrid Laurier University. 
He has a long history of public service, hav-
ing worked for the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and the City of Kitchener before 
moving to The Kidney Foundation of Canada, 
where he most recently served as the Executive 
Director for the Atlantic Canada Branch before 
making the move to the Fredericton Community 
Foundation in October 2013. Tim has a strong 
background in economic development and served 
as the senior downtown development officer in 
Kitchener and also founded FilmKW, a municipal 
film liaison office that assisted media companies 
with filming in the Kitchener-Waterloo area.
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THEME:
What is the new landscape that documentary 
filmmakers, academic researchers and NGO’s 
must consider to meet all of the digital media 
requirements (online applications, interactive 
website content) which funders, broadcasters, 
libraries and the public require, as part of hav-
ing more relevant content, knowledge and ideas 
being easily transferred through online sources 
and accessed by an ever-wider variety of online 
communities?

MODERATOR:
Tony Whalen

Tony Whalen is a Producer and Vice-President 
with Shore Road Pictures. He recently produced 
Gia Milani’s feature film All the Wrong Reasons 
starring Cory Monteith, Karine Vanasse, Kevin 
Zegers and Emily Hampshire with funding from 
Telefilm Canada, the Province of New Brunswick, 
Film Nova Scotia, Pacific Northwest Pictures, 
Myriad Pictures, TMN, Movie Central, the Govern-
ment of Canada and the Harold Greenberg Fund. 
His previous project, A Dark Radius, based on 
human trafficking rings operating in Canada won 
the CBC 3-2-1 award, screened at 8 festivals in-
cluding the Atlantic Film Festival and the Festival 
de Cannes Short Film Corner, and was broadcast 
on CBC & Mini Movie Channel International in 
Europe. Tony is the former Deputy Mayor of 
Fredericton, served on City Council for 8 years 
and holds a degree in Chemical Engineering from 
UNB. He is the current President of the New 
Brunswick Producer’s Association (MediaNB) and 
holds memberships with the Canadian Media Pro-
duction Association, the Academy of Canadian 
Cinema and Television, Film Independent and the 
New Brunswick Filmmaker’s Co-operative.

PANELISTS:
Annette Clarke

Annette Clarke is a producer with the National 
Film Board of Canada, Atlantic Studio. She is 
an accomplished and award-winning producer 
whose recent credits include Cottonland (three 
Gemini nominations); Vive la Rose (TIFF and 
Sundance); Flawed (Hot Docs, EMMY nomination, 
double honours at Palm Springs) How Does it Feel 
(Golden Sheaf award); and The Boxing Girls of 
Kabul (IDFA, CSA Best short doc nomination). She 
is completing Buying Sex, a feature documentary 
examining prostitution as the oldest profession 
or the oldest oppression and she is in production 
with DANNY, a feature documentary about provo-
cateur and game-changer Danny Williams.

Denise Jamieson

Denise Jamieson is an analyst with Telefilm’s 
Atlantic office. She has been administrating 
the Canada Media Fund (formerly the Canadian 
Television Fund) programs since 2007 where 
she has worked on both TV and Digital Media 
files. She also worked as an analyst in Telefilm’s 
Vancouver office in the early 1990’s. In addition 
to her government funding experience, Denise 
has worked in various business affairs capacities 
for television and film, both in production and in 
the private sector. Denise graduated from Mount 
Saint Vincent University with a Bachelor of Public 
Relations degree.

Marc Bragdon

Marc Bragdon is the Film Librarian for UNB Fred-
ericton. He supports faculty and student engage-
ment with visual media through the development 
of collections and consultation on film use in 
research, instructional, and creative contexts. 
Marc is a founding member of local mumblecore 
music collective The Shorty Tubbs.

Haley Flaro

Haley Flaro has served as the Executive Director 
of Ability New Brunswick (formerly called the 
Canadian Paraplegic Association NB) since 2006. 
She is a Sociology graduate from the Univer-
sity of New Brunswick and has over 12 years of 
management and administration experience in 
the community-based organization sector, spe-
cifically with health and disability sector orga-
nizations. Haley believes strongly in community 
development and person-centered approaches 
and recognizes the importance of story-telling 
and social media in reaching persons with a dis-
ability and other key populations. She has ex-
tensive experience in program development and 
evaluation, a passion for social policy and serves 
on several government committees related to 
disability, poverty and employment.

 3 What is the State of Funding for Documentary Filmmaking,
 Academic Research & NGO’s?
MODERATOR: Chuck Lapp, Chair, Documentary Organization of Canada (Atlantic Chapter)

PANELISTS:, Ghislain Labbe, Senior Industry Development Executive, New Brunswick Film; Linda Wood, Director of Business Affairs, Film Nova Scotia; Chris 
Bonnell, Executive Director, Newfoundland & Labrador Film Development Corp.; Denise Jamieson, Analyst, Telefilm Canada / Canada Media Fund; Annette 
Clarke, Producer,  NFB Atlantic Studio; Stewart Young, Executive Producer, CBC Maritimes; Gayle MacDonald, Assistant Vice-President, Research at St. Thomas 
University;  Brian Duplesis, Executive Director, United Way Central New Brunswick; Charitable foundation (tba) 

THEME: 
A look at how documentary films, academic 
research and NGO special projects are currently 
financed and to explore new collaborative fund-
ing models that will meet the creative, technical, 
financial and knowledge transfer needs of all 
participants. 

Documentary Film Financing:

Government film grants, equity, tax credits; 
broadcast licenses;

Academic Research Financing:

Government research grants, charitable founda-
tion grants

NGO Special Project Financing:

Government project grants, charitable founda-
tion grants

New Collaborative Financing Models:

Hybrid of all three above,  online websites – 
broadcaster fees, crowd source funding (Kicksa-
tarter, Indiegogo ), other funding / dissemination 
sources?

MODERATOR:
Chuck Lapp

Chuck Lapp is from Summerside, PEI, and after 
a brief time in Toronto he has been an indepen-
dent filmmaker and activist in Halifax for over 40 
years. Chuck’s vision has been to document the 
culture and issues facing Atlantic Canadians. He 
has produced:  Inner Mountains, Inner Valleys: 
The Life &Writing of Ernest Buckler; God’s Red 
Poet: The Life of Kenneth Leslie; Tom Forrestall: 
Painting the Mystery; Fishing on the Brink; Clear-
ing the Waters; No Harbour for War; After Frank; 
30 Takes;  and Two-Way Street . Chuck was the 

founding co-ordinator of the Atlantic Filmmakers 
Co-Op, helped organize the first NS Film Produc-
ers Association and was a charter member of 
IATSE Local 849 of Motion Picture Technicians. 
He was the first co-chair of the Atlantic Chapter 
of the Documentary Organization of Canada 
(DOC) and served on the national executive of 
DOC for fifteen years. He is currently the chair of 
DOC Atlantic and a member of the Film Advisory 
Committee for Film & Creative Industries  Nova 
Scotia.

PANELISTS:

Ghislain Labbe

Ghislain was born and raised in Montréal. He 
is a graduate of the Université du Québec à 
Trois-Rivières where he received his Bachelor 
and Master Degrees in Recreation Management, 
completed his Doctorate Scholarship in Canadian 
Studies/Cultural Development and started his 
teaching career. Ghislain has been a professor in 
the recreation department at the Université de 
Moncton for fifteen years starting in 1983.   Dur-
ing his stint at the University, Ghislain has been 
involved in various capacities with different Arts 
Groups as member of Boards of Directors, Con-
sultant, etc. He has been an active consultant 
for many provincial agencies: the New Brunswick 
Arts Council, The Premier’s Advisory Commit-
tee on the Arts and Cultural Affairs. Ghislain has 
been with Film New Brunswick since September 
1998 where he has been Financial Services Man-
ager and more recently Senior Industry Develop-
ment Executive.  

Linda Wood

Linda Wood has been the Director of Buisness Af-
fairs at Film and Creative Industries Nova Scotia 
since 2002. She is responsible for the manage-
ment of the coporations various film funding 
programs, including Equity Investments, Eastlink 
TV Independent Production Fund, Development 
Loans, New Media Equity Investments, the Web 
Drama Series Initiative, the First Feature Proj-
ect, Partnerships in Training, Sponsorships,, the 
Feature Film Distribution Assistance Program, 
and Market, Festival and Professional Develop-
ment Assistance programs. Linda graduated with 
a Juris Doctor degree from the Schulich School 
of Law at Dalhousie University, and Received a 
Master of Arts in English from Guelph University. 
She is a practising member of the Nova Scotia 
Barristers’ Association.

Chris Bonnell

Chris Bonnell serves as the Executive Direc-
tor/Film Commissioner at the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Film Development Corporation 
(NLFDC). At the NLFDC, he manages the Corpo-
ration and is responsible for the overall operation 
of the Corporation. He ensures that the policies 
and decisions of the Directors are implemented 
effectively and efficiently. Chris acts as an am-
bassador and spokesperson representing the 
Corporation in public forums and in the media. 

Denise Jamieson

Denise Jamieson is an analyst with Telefilm’s 
Atlantic office. She has been administrating 
the Canada Media Fund (formerly the Canadian 
Television Fund) programs since 2007 where 
she has worked on both TV and Digital Media 
files. She also worked as an analyst in Telefilm’s 
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 2 What are the Digital Media Applications & Interactive Website Content
 Requirements for Documentary Filmmakers, Academic Researchers & NGO’s?
MODERATOR: Tony Whalen, President, Media NB

PANELISTS: Annette Clarke, Producer, National Film Board of Canada Atlantic Studio; Denise Jamieson, Analyst, Telefilm Canda / Canada Media Fund;
Marc Bragdon, Film Librarian, UNB Harriet Irving Library; Halley Flaro, Executive Director, Ability New Brunswick;

2:00 - 4:30pm11:30am - 1:00pm



Vancouver office in the early 1990’s. In addition 
to her government funding experience, Denise 
has worked in various business affairs capacities 
for television and film, both in production and in 
the private sector. Denise graduated from Mount 
Saint Vincent University with a Bachelor of Public 
Relations degree.

Annette Clarke

Annette Clarke is a producer with the National 
Film Board of Canada, Atlantic Studio. She is an 
accomplished and award-winning producer whose 
recent credits include Cottonland (three Gemini 
nominations); Vive la Rose (TIFF and Sundance); 
Flawed (Hot Docs, EMMY nomination, double 
honours at Palm Springs) How Does it Feel 
(Golden Sheaf award); and The Boxing Girls of 
Kabul (IDFA, CSA Best short doc nomination). She 
is completing Buying Sex, a feature documentary 
examining prostitution as the oldest profession 
or the oldest oppression and she is in production 
with DANNY, a feature documentary about provo-
cateur and game-changer Danny Williams.

Stewart Young

Stewart Young is the Executive Producer of 
Land And Sea, and Independent Production, CBC 
Maritimes. He has worked with CBC for over 25 
years, and has produced numerous current af-
fairs programs, news specials and documentaries 
for CBC Radio and CBC TV. He is now responsible 
for working with independent producers in the 
Maritimes to create episodes for Land And Sea, 
and other regional programming windows.

Gayle MacDonald

Gayle MacDonald, PhD is a Professor of Sociol-
ogy and the Assistant Vice-President, Research 
at St. Thomas University in Fredericton. She has 
done extensive field work in communities around 
the Maritimes, for a study on sex workers, and 
currently, on HIV populations’ relationships with 
their AIDs service organizations in rural areas. 
Under her current portfolio, she has a deep 
interest in the transfer of academic knowledge to 
communities.

Brian Duplesis

Brian Duplessis is the Executive Director of the 
United Way/Centraide of Central New Brunswick; 
a member of United Way of Canada’s President’s 
Advisory Council and serves as Co-chair of the 
Province’s Economic and Social Inclusion Corpo-
ration. Previously, he was the Executive Director 
of the Fredericton Homeless Shelters. He was 
involved in the development of the province’s 
new Housing Strategy and the Framework to End 
Homelessness in New Brunswick. He sits on a 
number of other committees and boards includ-
ing the City of Fredericton’s Affordable Housing 
Committee and the Community Action Group on 
Homelessness. He also writes a bi-weekly column 
in the Fredericton Daily Gleaner called Poverty 
Matters.”

Ana Espejo

Ana Espejo is Manager Pre-Award Services for
UNB Office of Research Services. She has a BA in 
Economics and Political Science from the Uni-
versity of New Brunswick.  She has worked in the 
Office of Research Services at the University of 
New Brunswick since 2000, first as a Research 
Coordinator and then in 2004 as the Manager 
of Pre-Award Services.  Her unit supports faculty 
members and researchers who are seeking re-
search funding by providing support services for 
grant and contract preparation and submission.

 4 Meet & Greet Reception (complimentary refreshments)
Social and networking event for academic researchers, documentary filmmakers, NGO’s, broadcasters, government funders, charitable foundations,

university research officials, film suppliers & guilds, guests, students and festival volunteers.

4:30 - 5:00pm2:00 - 4:30pm

 3 (Cont.) What is the State of Funding for Documentary Filmmaking,
 Academic Research & NGO’s?
MODERATOR: Chuck Lapp, Chair, Documentary Organization of Canada (Atlantic Chapter)

PANELISTS:, Ghislain Labbe, Senior Industry Development Executive, New Brunswick Film; Linda Wood, Director of Business Affairs, Film Nova Scotia; Chris 
Bonnell, Executive Director, Newfoundland & Labrador Film Development Corp.; Denise Jamieson, Analyst, Telefilm Canada / Canada Media Fund; Annette 
Clarke, Producer,  NFB Atlantic Studio; Stewart Young, Executive Producer, CBC Maritimes; Gayle MacDonald, Assistant Vice-President, Research at St. Thomas 
University;  Brian Duplesis, Executive Director, United Way Central New Brunswick; Charitable foundation (tba) 
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